
 

1400 16th Street, NW  ·   Suite 600  ·   Washington, DC 20036  ·   www.ctia.org 

July 15th, 2016 

 

The Honorable Nancy Floreen 

Council President, Montgomery County Council 

Council Office Building  

100 Maryland Avenue, 6th Floor  

Rockville, MD 20850 

 

RE: Support Zoning Text Amendment (ZTA) 16-05, Telecommunications Tower – Limited Use 

 

Dear President Floreen: 

 

On behalf of CTIA, the trade association for the wireless communications industry, I am writing 

in support of Zoning Text Amendment (ZTA) 16-05. Wireless communication is a critical part of 

everyday life, and wireless communication requires wireless infrastructure. Montgomery 

County’s proposed ZTA 16-05 offers a common-sense approach – in light of technological 

advancement – to expedite deployment of the wireless infrastructure needed to provide 

Montgomery County consumers and businesses the coverage and capacity they demand 

and deserve. ZTA 16-05 promotes the deployment of “small cells,” recognizing that treating 

these smaller antennae the same as larger macro towers makes little sense.  

 

Demand for wireless broadband is growing exponentially as Marylanders use new 

applications, devices, and technologies in their daily lives, consuming more and more 

bandwidth. The migration of customers to wireless services increases the need for wireless 

infrastructure. Today, more than one third of Maryland households are wireless only.1 The Pew 

Institute finds that nearly two-thirds of Americans own a smartphone, and for many, these 

devices are a key entry point into the online world.2 And, according to a recent report from 

Cisco, in the United States alone, mobile data traffic is expected to grow 6-fold from 2015 to 

2020.3  

 

Just to keep up with this explosive demand for wireless connectivity, wireless providers 

continue to invest in, build-out and upgrade networks. In fact, since 2010, wireless providers 

have invested more than $177 billion to improve their coverage and capacity to better serve 

Americans, with nearly $32 billion being invested in 2015 alone.4   

 

However, more infrastructure is still needed in order to manage growing capacity demands 

on current wireless networks and to address the next generation of wireless technology, 

                                                 
1 Center for Disease Control, “ Wireless Substitution: Early Release of Estimates From the  

National Health Interview Survey, July–December 2015,” 

http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/nhis/earlyrelease/wireless201605.pdf, last accessed 7/14/2016. 
2 Pew Research Center, “U.S. Smartphone Use in 2015,” April 1st, 2015, http://www.pewinternet.org/2015/04/01/us-

smartphone-use-in-2015/, last accessed 7/14/2016. 
3 Cisco, “VNI Mobile Highlights,” 

http://www.cisco.com/c/dam/assets/sol/sp/vni/forecast_highlights_mobile/index.html#~Country, last accessed 7/14/2016. 
4 CTIA-The Wireless Association, CTIA's Wireless Industry Summary Report, Year-End 2015 Results, 2015, http://www.ctia.org/your-wireless-

life/how-wireless-works/annual-wireless-industry-survey, last accessed 7/14/16. 
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referred to as 5G. In order to bring 5G technology to consumers, the wireless industry will need 

to deploy additional infrastructure. “Small cells” are such a vehicle. Small cells are wireless 

antennas, typically no more than six cubic feet in volume that can be placed on any existing 

structure such as a streetlight, rooftop, utility pole, etc. Associated equipment, typically with a 

cumulative volume of less than 30 cubic feet, must also be placed at the site to provide 

commercial power and an Internet connection to the small cell. Small cells, like other wireless 

communications infrastructure, are subject to the same federal radio frequency emissions 

authorization requirements as determined by the Federal Communications Commission 

(FCC). Ultra-dense wireless network configurations, particularly in dense urban areas, will be 

an essential component to further both LTE and 5G technology. Smaller deployments, like 

small cells, are the key to creating these ultra-dense networks.  

 

ZTA 16-05 serves to accelerate the deployment of small cell technology and remove barriers 

by not treating these smaller antennae the same as larger macro towers and making their 

deployment a limited use across Montgomery County. 

 

From energy usage to telecommuting to education and government access, wireless 

broadband increases efficiency, connectivity and information-sharing. Infrastructure is the first 

point of network contact for all of our smartphones, tablets and other wireless devices. 

Without sufficient wireless infrastructure, wireless providers cannot meet demand for 

coverage or capacity, whether for citizens making 9-1-1 calls, public safety responding to 

emergencies, or consumers and businesses sharing data. 

 

Consumers, communities and businesses deserve, demand and rely on wireless connections 

to communicate and interact. With small cell initiatives underway in San Francisco followed 

by Philadelphia and Cleveland, Montgomery County would be able to join the expanding list 

of jurisdictions streamlining small cell deployment in ways that address service needs in 

alignment with federal regulatory oversight. 

 

For all the reasons outlined herein, we respectfully urge support for ZTA 16-05. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Bethanne Cooley 

Director, State Legislative Affairs 

CTIA 

 


